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Vehicle dynamics 780 (MVI 780)
Qualification Postgraduate
Faculty Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment and Information Technology
Module credits 16.00
NQF Level 08
Programmes BEngHons Mechanical Engineering

BScHons (Applied Science) Mechanics

Prerequisites No prerequisites.
Contact time 21 contact hours per semester
Language of tuition Module is presented in English
Department Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering
Period of presentation Semester 1
Module content
Tyres: Characteristics and tyre models used in simulation of ride comfort and handling. Road inputs:
Classification of roads. Road profiles. Road roughness. Suspension components: springs, dampers. Controllable
suspension systems. Modelling aspects. Human reaction: Human response to vibration. Driver models. Human
reaction times. Vertical vehicle dynamics (ride comfort): Vibration levels in a vehicle. Simulation of ride comfort.
Effect of seat characteristics on vibration levels. Test and evaluation procedures. Lateral vehicle dynamics
(handling): Simulation of steady state and dynamic handling. Rollover propensity. Test procedures. Computer
applications: Application of computer codes in the analysis of vehicle dynamics.

The regulations and rules for the degrees published here are subject to change and may be amended after the publication of
this information.

The General Academic Regulations (G Regulations) and General Student Rules apply to all faculties and registered students
of the University, as well as all prospective students who have accepted an offer of a place at the University of Pretoria. On
registering for a programme, the student bears the responsibility of ensuring that they familiarise themselves with the
General Academic Regulations applicable to their registration, as well as the relevant faculty-specific and programme-
specific regulations and information as stipulated in the relevant yearbook. Ignorance concerning these regulations will not
be accepted as an excuse for any transgression, or basis for an exception to any of the aforementioned regulations.
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